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at the tampa Hillsborough economic development Corporation, we are 
singularly focused on attracting and retaining the businesses that bring 
jobs, capital investment and economic prosperity to Hillsborough County. 

thanks to the hard work and dedication of our incredible leadership, as well as our public and private 
sector partners, we’ve made huge strides in accomplishing that mission. As we enter the final phase of our 
three-year strategic plan, we continue to see signs of progress, including new jobs and investment. our 
pipeline of recruitment and expansion projects is growing daily, and more announcements are on the way. 
We’re working regionally to strengthen our workforce, promote our community and expand our business 
opportunities. but we’re just getting started. this is the time for vision… the time to start thinking and 
acting like the top 20 market we are.  as we move forward, our message is simple. think big. We do. 

gordon gillette 
Chairman, tampa Hillsborough edC 
president, tampa electric and peoples gas 

rick Homans 
president and Ceo 
tampa Hillsborough edC 

it was a milestone year for the tampa Hillsborough economic 
development Corporation. from welcoming rick Homans as our president and Ceo 
in January, to celebrating the long-awaited arrival of the republican national Convention in august, 
we experienced an unprecedented period of progress, collaboration and opportunity. With a renewed 
sense of energy and optimism, we brought a fresh perspective and new direction to our economic 
development efforts. We drove job creation and capital investment, and took significant steps in 
creating a better environment for businesses to grow and thrive. by building on the strong foundation 
of years past, we’ve established an organization with the momentum to carry us into the future. We 
couldn’t have done it without the ongoing involvement of our Investors, elected officials and community 
partners. it has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Chair this year, and i thank each and 
every one of you for your support. 



 

   
         

  
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                 
               

 

   

 
 

    

2,229 neW jobs
Created in 2012 

16 domestic and international 
business recruitment events 

AtlAntA  • DAllAs  • ChiCAgo  • sAn Diego 
Austin • Boston • ZuriCh • são PAolo 

17 completed projects 

visits 33 
target-industry outreach visits 
conducted in five months 53

for companies
interested in

      relocating or expanding 
in Hillsborough County. 

site 

commercial real 

meru netWorkS 
Stream 
HealtH plan one 
Carbon Craft 
College HunkS
Hauling Junk 
HigHland paCkaging 
SolutionS 
iC meCHaniCal 
nexlube 
StreetlinkS 

air Culinaire 
HealtH and WellneSS 
CHannel 
Heat pipe 
CHromalloy 
interaCtive ContaCt 
SolutionS 
oHC environmental 

5 
engineerS 

top Site SeleCtion ConSultantS mango moving 
experienCed tHe exCitement advent finanCial 
and energy of gaSparilla. 

estate database 
noW features more 
than 585 listings from 
47 partners, shoWcasing 
office, industrial and 
land availability 
in hillsborough county. 

in 2010, the edc adopted a strategic plan to guide 
economic development efforts in hillsborough 
County, establishing a three-year goal of 
6,000 jobs and $300 million in capital investment. 

$213.7m capital investment 

million in capital 
investment secured 

104.$ 4 

5,322 jobs 
6,000 

$300 m 

in only tWo years We’ve reached: 



  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
  

  
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

79 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
public and private investors supported 
edc programming and initiatives. 

15delivered 15 “edc 101” 
presentations 
to industry associations and 
community organizations 
betWeen january and september 

total 
funding 
for the 2011-2012 
fiscal year: 

$2,352,077

investor/in-Kind 
($64,500) 

sponsorships 
and events 
($58,660) 

grants and fees 
($47,500) 

investor/cash 
($893,417) 

county 
($738,000) 

municipal
($550,000) 

tasK forces: objectives and results 

over 100 active participants volunteered their time and talents to six edc task forces. these industry-focused working groups allowed 
members to personally contribute to economic development efforts and identify opportunities to create a stronger business climate. 

public private collaborative finanCial serviCes and Cross-business funCtions 
Chair: david mechanik, mechanik nuccio Hearne & Wester Chair: eric miller, the depository trust & Clearing Corporation (dtCC) 
elected officials and private industry executives are working together to to highlight our legacy of strong job creation in the financial and shared 
remove barriers to the economic development process. this year, the group services sector, task force members are collecting business testimonials and 
completed a thorough competitive analysis of the business incentives continuing their work on a timeline spanning more than 40 years of industry 
offered by hillsborough County. the full report, including recommendations history in the area. the group is also assisting staff in the development of 
for future implementation, will be presented to the Board of County Commis- a prospect list for an upcoming new York recruitment mission, and played a 
sioners for review. significant role in the recent effort to address local it workforce needs. 

defense and security manufacturing 
Co-Chairs: don phillips, phillips equity & trust and rich mcClain, deloitte Chair: tom trotter, Chromalloy 
the task force is currently engaged in a Military transformation strategy Members of this newly created task force are taking immediate steps to 
project, utilizing a $75,000 Defense reinvestment grant. the study will make hillsborough County a more competitive location for the manufactur-
identify local defense and security assets, and develop a strategy to leverage ing industry. the group is establishing an action team to serve as a 
our strengths for private industry growth. nearly 40 interviews have been “one-stop shop” for expanding and relocating businesses, and developed a 
conducted to date, with military, community and business leadership. the Workforce Pipeline and training sub-committee to explore workforce needs 
final report will be delivered in December. and availability. 

life sciences international trade and foreign direct investment 
Chair: dr. debbie Sutherland, uSf Health/CamlS Co-Chairs: Jim pyburn, tampa port authority and 
Consolidating the efforts of the previous Biotechnology & Medical Devices andrew mcintosh, fowler White boggs 
and Medicine & Medical Management task forces, members are developing to strengthen investment and facilitate global trade opportunities, task 

force members are working with eDC staff to leverage connections for 
upcoming missions to Colombia, germany, switzerland and Brazil. the 
group is currently planning the annual international town hall event and 

   supporting hillsborough County involvement in the Brookings institution 
    Metropolitan export initiative. 

an asset map and directory to create a comprehensive overview of the local 
life sciences industry. the group also serves as a programming resource for 
upcoming medical conferences and events. 



 
  

  
  

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

  
 

  

  

 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

rnc 
2012 

the edC partnered with tampa bay & Company and 
12 other community organizations on a collaborative 
marketing program to leverage the rnC. 

4site selection 
experts attended

a vip community tour 
tampa mayor bob buckhorn’s nyc to dc national media tour 

$168,000 media 
value 

12 82 
story placements million impressions 

national in-flight ad exposure 
the August issues of southwest Airlines spirit magazine and u.s. 
Airways magazine featured community profiles of tampa Bay. 
the eDC contributed to the content included in both publications, 
and placed a full-page ad in the southwest Airlines edition. 
the publications reached an audience of over 6 million people. 

hosted a delegation of 
government and business 
officials from jiaxing, china. 
the group traveled to tampa to 
identify opportunities for investment 
and trade With local companies. more 
than 70 local business executives 
participated in the event. 

Welcomed the florida headquarters of the 
german american chamber of commerce to 
its neW home in tampa bay. 

edelWeiss 

Journeyed to Zurich to pursue foreign direct investment 
opportunities created by the launch of the inaugural 
Edelweiss flight. The EDC celebrated the event with 
community leaders and Swiss business executives at a 
reception attended by u.S. ambassador donald S. beyer, Jr. 

marKeting international 
strides toWn hall 
the eDC and marketing partner 156 partiCipantS attended 
trickey Jennus developed a 

tHe annual international 
new campaign that challenges 

toWn Hall, WHere expertS 

offered adviCe to 

businesses and residents to 

“think big.” 
buSineSSeS ConSidering the campaign will drive a 

fresh look at tampaeDC.com global expanSion. 

220 unique SoCial 
conversations 

from the tampa bay social media command center 

the edC facebook and twitter pages created for rnC will 
live on as interactive tools to engage businesses, media 

and members of the local community. 

the hillsborough-pinellas it Workforce 
analysis issued 140 online surveys, 
conducted 60 in-depth interviews and 
hosted 7 focus groups with business 
and academic leaders, to create a more 
competitive pipeline for tech talent. 

regional tasK force
addresses it talent needs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 - 2012 tampa Hillsborough economic development Corporation investors 

officers 

chair, gordon gillette, president , tampa electric and peoples gas 

vice chair, david pizzo, market president West florida, florida blue 

secretary/treasurer, allen brinkman, Chairman, president and Ceo, Suntrust bank 

immediate past chair, rhea f. law, Ceo and Chair, board of directors, fowler White boggs 

executive committee 

hillsborough County • City of tampa • City of Plant City • City of temple terrace • At&t • BB&t • Chromalloy • Florida Blue • Fowler White 

Boggs • greater tampa Chamber of Commerce • gte Financial • Moffitt Cancer Center & research institute • Phillips equities & trust • 

saint leo university • st. Joseph’s-Baptist health Care • suntrust Bank • sykes enterprises, inc. • tampa Bay Business Journal • 

tampa Bay lightning • tampa Bay rays • tampa Bay Workforce Alliance • tampa electric and Peoples gas • tampa general hospital • 

tampa international Airport • the Beck group • the Bromley Companies • the Mosaic Company • the university of tampa • trammell Crow 

Company • university of south Florida • Verizon • Wells Fargo 

board of directors 

Advanced healthcare Partners • Akerman senterfitt • Bayshore solutions • Broad and Cassel • Carlton Fields • Chappellroberts • 

Cherry Bekaert & holland • Cott Corporation • Cushman & Wakefield of Florida, inc. • Cutler Associates • Fifth third Bank • 

Florida Communications group • grayrobinson • highwoods Properties • hillsborough Community College • holland & Knight • 

lykes insurance Company • Mcfarlane Ferguson McMullen • McKibbon hotel Management inc. • Mechanik nuccio hearne & Wester • 

nte energy llC • sypris electronics • tampa Bay Buccaneers • tampa Bay times • tampa Port Authority • tampa-hillsborough County 

expressway Authority • tD Bank • the Depository trust & Clearing Corporation • the Fountain group • the omnia group • trickey Jennus • 

tucker hall, inc. • usF health / CAMls 

partner 

Citi • Colliers international • Duke realty • ernst & Young • Ferman Automotive • hellmuth, obata & Kassabaum, inc. • JPMorgan Chase • 

MVP holdings tampa, inc. • newland Communities • smith & Associates • stantec 

advocate 

Ajilon • Amscot Financial, inc. • lukos • Mcnichols Company • stearns Weaver Miller Weissler 
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